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Ecology of the Wild Turkey
• 5 subspecies -- Eastern, Merriam’s, 

Gould’s, Rio Grande, and Florida

• each have subtle plumage and behavioral 
differences
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Distribution and 
Restoration
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Only trapping and releasing wild 
birds proved successful.  Releasing 
pen-reared birds does not work.

Partnerships between state and federal 
agencies and the NWTF have helped 
bring back the wild turkey
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General Habitat Needs

Mature 
forest 
needed for  
roosting 
and feeding.  
Need open 
understory.

Forest 
Openings 
needed for 
brood 
rearing and 
feeding
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Breeding and Nesting

Why can turkey hunting be 
so difficult?
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Why gobble and 
strut??????

For the 
GIRLS!!!!!
!!!!!!!!

Do you want to see more 
gobblers in the spring?

Plant wildlife openings

•Nest is nothing more than shallow 
depression on ground

•Lay 1 egg per day

•Lay 10 to 12 eggs



8

•Select area with knee-high brush that  
provides some cover

•Nesting habitat generally not a limiting factor

•Clearcuts and fields common areas for
turkeys to nest

Reproduction dr ives 
tur key populations
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Late Spr ing and Summer

Insects are cr itical food 
for  young poults

Wildlife openings are 
insect factories
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Fall Season

Ever  wonder  
where your  
tur keys go in 
the fall?

When the 
acorns drop, the 
tur keys move 
into the forest to 
feed on acorns.

Don’ t forget soft mast

Persimmon Autumn Olive
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Turkeys will feed on clover and other 
green plants frequently during the 
winter and early spring months

Annual 
grains, such 
as millet, 
corn, and 
sunflower  
provides 
good fall and 
winter  food.

Winter  and early spring
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Food?  Where?

Common winter  
food:
•Acor ns
•Waste Grain
•Green Vegetation
•Grass seed heads 
•Soft mast
•Almost ANYTHING 
is potential food 
source!
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Turkey Gold Chufa

Turkeys will feed on chufa from 
fall into the spring months

Spring breakup

NWTF Programs



14

Mission Statement:

Conservation of the wild turkey and 
the preservation of the hunting 
tradition.

NWTF at a Glance
•Nonprofit wildlife conservation 
organizations headquartered in 
Edgefield, SC

•Chartered in 1973

•450,000 members

•Raised and spent over $168 
million on 22,0000 projects

• Available to anyone 
-- one stop shopping 
for  your  planting and 
land management 
needs

• Free catalog 
available through the 
NWTF -- call 1-800-
the-NWTF
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• Free to pr ivate landowners

• Landowner  outreach

• Free subscr iption to Hunt Club Digest

• Sign and cer tificate

• Oppor tunity for  free management plan 
thr ough the Forest Stewardship Program

Wild Turkey Woodlands Hunt 
Club Program

• $25 annually

• Receive membership 
to NWTF with all 
benefits: Conservation 
Seed, Seed Subsidy, 
Turkey Call and 
Caller  magazines

• Sign and cer tificate

Seed Subsidy Program
• NWTF member  benefit in 

par ticipating states -- offers seeds 
and seed mixes through the NWTF 
with a por tion of the cost subsidized 
by NWTF state chapter  -- often over  
50% off retail
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• NWTF member  benefit program -
- oppor tunity to get seed such as 
corn, sunflower  and wheat for  j ust 
a few dollars per  bag

Additional Information

•NWTF Website (www.nwtf.org)

Wildlife Bulletins,  Program Information        
Latest management tips, And more…..

•NWTF magazines

Biologically  Speaking, Habitat notebook
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Some Help from BASF Forestry
• Learn how moder n 

chemistry can help you.

• Check out their  website 
at ww.forestryfacts.com

• Or  call 1-800-545-9525 
for  free Forestland 
Management K it.

The End


