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complex !

Thefirst step isto set your
obj ectivesfor your

property.

The next step isto set some
measur able goals




If you don’t know where
you'regoing, you're never
lost, but you don’t know
when you get there!

For
example,
let’s say
your goal
isto
produce
quality
whitetail
bucks




Therearetwo basic
strategiesto achieve that
goal:

Herd Management
through harvest

Habitat M anagement

Harvest
Strategies




Obj ectives might be species
specific...

....0r general, improving habitat for a
wide variety of wildlife species

Goals should be set so that
results can be measured




Measurableresults allow
adaptive management. Plans
and strategiesto achieve
objectives should be altered
when they are not effective, but
results must be weighed against
expectationsto determine how
and how much to change.

Most propertiesare
managed for mor e than one
objective. The plan should
identify compatible and
incompatible land uses, set
priorities, and recognize
possible tr adeoffs.

Many properties are also managed
for timber




Many timber practices
are compatible with or
even enhance wildlife
value.

Thinning

Thinning improvestree growth,
maintains health of forest stands and
allows sunlight to reach the forest floor,

stimulating valuable wildlife habitat.
i

Many timber practicesare
compatiblewith or even
enhance wildlife value.

Thinning

Prescribed Fire
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Fire exposes mineral sail, kills back woody
brush, and stimulates new growth valuable
towildlife.

Firelines can double asfood plots.
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Agricultureand wildlifeare not
incompatible, but usually require some
tradeoffs.

Landowners should set
prioritiesfor land use and
make surethey are

incor porated into their plan.
There areusually trade-offs
and opportunity costsinherent
even in compatible land uses.

Opportunity cost means
potential return not realized
in order to have another
benefit, e.qg., leaving part of a
crop unharvested for
wildlife...
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.or leaving -
commercially
valuable :
hardwoodsto - &1,
providehard &
mast.

TheFirst Stepin Making a
Wildlife Plan for Your
Property isa Good
Inventory of I1ts Resour ces

Aerial photographs and soil mapsare
good toolsto start with.
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Topographical Maps or Quadrangle
Mapsindicaterelief and are
available from USGS.

Thereisno
substitute for
an on-site
inventory of
the property,
perhaps
accompanied
by a natural
r esour ces
professional.

A walk with a field notebook, a camera,
some good field guides, and a keen eye
will reveal details not shown on other
maps.
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Many details are not detectable by remote

sensing, but are extremely valuablein

formulating a wildlife management plan.
Hard mast sources...

Hard mast resources
Valuable covertsor travel corridors

Hard mast resour ces
Valuable covertsand travel corridors
Dens and other wildlife sign
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Maps areimportant tools and can be
hand-drawn, computer generated, or a
combination of both.

Property maps can include:

Boundaries

Ownership

Land Use or Cover Types
Forest Type

Wetlands

Water Sources/Water sheds

Property maps can include;

Boundaries
Man-M ade Features

Roads Trails
Fences Firelanes
Houses Buildings

Utility ROW’s Easements
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Other detailsand featuresthat
might beincluded in a property

map:

Soil Types Steep Slopes
Ridges Caves

Rare, Threatened or Endanger ed Species
Archaeological and Historical Sites

Other Natural Features

Geographical Information
Systems (GIS) are extremely
useful tools, but can beinitially
expensive. Global Positioning
Systems (GPS) arereatively
inexpensive ways to collect data
for mapsand GIS layers.

Plans should also takeinto
consideration other available
resourceslike...
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..or
Amenities

Plans should also takeinto
consideration other available
resourceslike...

Equipment

Any plan should take
economics into consider ation:

Are practices cost-effective?

Can compatible land usesbe
combined to get more
management per dollar?

Can cost-share opportunities
be utilized?
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Areexisting situations capitalized on?

If the property ismore
than about 160 acres, it
might be helpful to address
discrete management units,
or compartments, in the
plan.

Data should be collected
and maintained on each
compartment, preferably
in aloose-leaf for mat.
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Compartment recor ds should
include such infor mation as:

Compartment number

M anagement objectives
Compartment Location
Compartment Description

Compartment Size

Compartment Description

Soil Type Soil Capabilities
Site Index Drainage

Aspect Tree Species
Timber Volume/BA  Trees/Acre

Mean DBH Mast Producers
Den Trees/Snags Fr uit/Seed Sour ces

Compartment plans should
include a schedule of the
year’'s planned activitiesand
arecord or history of
activitiesin the
compartment.
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Records should also be
kept to track progress
toward objectives, e.g.
coveysacre, songbird
diversity or number of
quality bucks.

For example, if a quality deer herd
isan objective...

Records of age
class, sex, antler
characteristics
and weight of
har vested deer
should be
maintained

Here' san
example of a
form that

worksfor me.
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Other data isuseful:

* Sightings

Other data isuseful:

* Sightings

Other data isuseful:

® Sightings
® Other Observations
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Theresults of your inventory should
suggest habitat improvement
practicesto beincluded in the plan:

Favoring mast producers

Favoring mast producers

Assessing pressure on browse
resour ces

Favoring mast producers

Assessing pressure on browse
resour ces

Adequacy of per manent
openings
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Favoring mast producers

Assessing pressure on browse
resour ces

Adequacy of permanent openings

Supply of natural cavities

Favoring mast producers

Assessing pressure on browse
resources

Adequacy of per manent
openings

Supply of natural cavities
Adjustment of harvest strategies
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Field guides and textbooks can be
very valuablein formulating a plan.

A good plan will ensure healthy
wildlife populations and good habitat
now and for future generations.
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