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AMERICAN FORESTS RELEASES CITYGREEN FOR ARCGIS

Software provides decision support tool for land planning

WASHINGTON DC (March 5, 2004)— American Forests unveiled the latest in its CITYgreen software, a comprehensive, user-friendly program that allows people living in metro areas to translate tree cover into municipal cost savings. CITYgreen for ArcGIS can help communities save millions of dollars in meeting air and water quality regulations by accurately calculating the work performed by their “green infrastructure.” Written in a more robust programming language and based on a platform that facilitates sharing data, CITYgreen for ArcGIS allows users to take advantage of the next generation of GIS tools.
“When American Forests’ initially released CITYgreen in 1996, the software was the only comprehensive and user-friendly attempt at making a financial case for urban forests,” explains Gary Moll, vice president of American Forests’ Urban Forest Center. “This new version incorporates the most advanced scientific technology.”

CITYgreen for ArcGIS uses the strength of the Internet to import landcover data from remote sources, such as the Geography Network.  From there, users can access many types of geographic content, including dynamic maps, downloadable data, and more advanced Web services.
CITYgreen for ArcGIS features a new water quality analysis model that computes the effect trees and other forms of landcover have on ten pollutants present in nearby bodies of water. The software’s functional improvements include a simplified user interface, updated equations upon which analyses are based using the latest scientific research, and enhanced reporting and presentation capacities with color graphs and charts.   

Previous versions of CITYgreen ran as extensions to ArcView 3.x, the longtime worldwide standard in GIS applications created by ESRI in Redlands, California.  CITYgreen for ArcGIS runs as an extension to ArcGIS, ESRI’s industry standard for meeting GIS needs now and into the future.  
CITYgreen for ArcGIS supports features from the previous version, allowing users to quickly analyze 100 percent of the landcover in a large area—a city, county, watershed, or any other boundary.  Users can accurately conduct a stormwater runoff and air quality analysis over an entire city, county, or region, rather than having to extrapolate environmental benefits from sample plots.  

American Forests’ CITYgreen 5 version is for those wish to stay with the ArcView platform and for those who wish to run energy conservation and tree growth models.  It is ideal for schools and others who do not use ArcGIS. Teaching materials and lesson plans are provided at no charge on American Forests’ website, www.americanforests.org.

